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Brenda Thomson named Executive Director
of the Arizona Humanities Council

(Phoenix, AZ) - The Arizona Humanities Council welcomes
Brenda Thomson as the new Executive Director. Thomson
assumed her duties as Executive Director on Monday, March
22. "Brenda Thomson brings with her a contagious enthusiasm
for humanities work and a fountain of fresh and innovative
ideas to move the Council forward into the 21st century. Her
passion for celebrating diverse literacies and expanding the
AHC outreach to new and diverse communities is
fundamentally connected to AHC's vision, mission, and values.
We are extremely lucky to have Brenda at the helm," said Dr.
Neal A. Lester, Chair of the Arizona Humanities Council Board
of Directors.

Thomson brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to the Arizona Humanities Council;
specializing in executive management, fundraising, human resources, public speaking, community
relations, and strategic planning. Prior to joining the Arizona Humanities Council, Thomson served
as the Director of LearnLaw LLC, Director of The Center for Law Leadership and Management at
the Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law at ASU, and Executive Director of the Maricopa County
Bar Association.

She earned her bachelor's degree in English from Yale University in 1983 and her J.D. from Yale
Law School in 1989. Thomson said, "I went to Yale to become a composer. | studied piano for
many years and wrote music, and had dreamed of becoming a songwriter. Somewhere along the
way, | fell in love with literature and poetry and decided to major in English."

Her passion for literature and the humanities attracted her to the executive director position with the
Arizona Humanities Council. Thomson said, "The humanities teach us about all facets of the human
experience, and more. They help us bridge cultural, religious, and viewpoint differences, and learn
what we have in common. This is why the mission of the Arizona Humanities Council is so critical
and valuable to the people of Arizona."

Thomson also enjoys spending time with organizations that promote education and diversity
through a wide array of community and volunteer activities which include reading to 3rd graders
each week with BookPALS, the Diversity Leadership Alliance, AZ State Bar Diversity Task Force,
Valley Leadership, Florence Crittendon, Glendale Chamber Foundation, Phoenix Rotary 100, and
Park Central Toastmasters.
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About the Arizona Humanities Council
www.azhumanities.org

Stories convey our histories, traditions, social mores, beliefs and insights about what it means to be human.
The Arizona Humanities Council creates opportunities for sharing these diverse stories through critical
thinking and public discussion, to better understand and appreciate one another, so that we can make
informed decisions about our collective future.

Founded in 1973, AHC is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization and the Arizona affiliate of the National
Endowment for the Humanities. AHC is not a state agency.

AHC supports public programming in the humanities that promotes understanding of human thoughts,
actions, creations, and values. AHC works with museums, libraries, and other cultural and educational
organizations to bring humanities programs to residents throughout Arizona. All AHC-supported activities
must involve the humanities disciplines-history, literature, philosophy, and other studies that examine the
human condition.
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