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The Smithsonian exhibit, YesterdayÕs
Tomorrows, touring Arizona in 2003
and 2004 with support from the

Arizona Humanities Council, creates increased
local programming and museum visitation
wherever it appears. Cave Creek Museum
reported attendance of almost 12,000 during
February and early March 2004, an increase of
more than 60%, and Arcosanti had an almost
20% increase from March 14 through the end
of April 2004, with 2,500 visitors.

Cave Creek Museum also served as the host
site for an Installation Workshop in January, to
which all project directors for the seven 2004
sites were invited (see accompanying schedule
for tour dates and site information). The
twelve large crates containing the newly
refurbished exhibit were brought to the
museum, and Smithsonian staff member Terri
Cobb took the twenty participants through
their paces, demonstrating how each kiosk was
to be unpacked, assembled, displayed, and
repacked for shipment to the next location.

Earlier that month Rolando Mayen, a
senior exhibits specialist for the Smithsonian
Institution, traveled to Cave Creek with his
tools and materials, and spent several days
touching up the appearance of the exhibit,
which had toured six Arizona sites in 2003.
Evelyn Johnson, president of the Cave Creek
Museum Board, volunteered the fully enclosed
RV garage at her Cave Creek home for a
workroom, not a normal venue for these
procedures. Rolando had no complaints,
however, citing the lovely warm Arizona
weather and EvelynÕs hospitality. ÒShe has
been bringing me coffee and homemade
cake,Ó he reported with a big smile. This
unusual event attracted the attention of
Stephanie Bradley, who wrote a feature
article about it for The Foothills Focus.

The ambitious schedule of events
complementing the exhibit in Cave Creek
included extensive local exhibits within the

museum, a pre-opening dinner for members
and friends, ÒWings & Wheels,Ó a vintage
airplane and automobile show at SkyRanch
Airport February 7, ÒThe Way We Wore,Ó a
vintage fashion show at Carefree Resort and
Villas February 21, and programs for local
school students. 

Cave Creek Museum Director Jo Ann
Stuckey attributed part of the success of the
exhibitÕs visit to the work of public relations
consultant Sue Kernof SK Communications.
The Cave Creek planning group decided early
in the process to commit funds to hire
someone who could help them achieve
maximum media coverage. Cave Creek
Museum is the only exhibit site in Arizona that
hired a consultant for this purpose, and the
results proved it was a wise decision. Jo Ann
commented about the process, ÒIt takes a lot of
time to get with the media people, and with
Sue already knowing who to go to, she made it
happen a lot faster. It was a huge help to us.Ó

Other important volunteers who
contributed to Cave CreekÕs success were the
dozen or so specially trained exhibit docents,
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Cave Creek Museum and Arcosanti
Report Increases in Visitors due to
ÒYesterdayÕs TomorrowsÓ Exhibit

Cactus Shadows High School freshman Isaac
Plunkett and his robot, Mectron.

(continued on page 6)



Our Mission

Our Vision

By Amanda Swain, AHC Executive Director

In the summer of 1992, I attended a language course in
Lithuania, a former Soviet republic whose independence
movement played a significant role in the collapse of the Soviet
Union just months earlier. One afternoon, I walked to the bus
stop near the institute with one of my instructors. As we walked
down the hill, she lamented the loss of unity among Lithuanians
once they had achieved their goal of independence. She saw the
rise of a diverse spectrum of political parties as a negative
development. When we reached the bottom of the hill, I stopped
at the intersection because the light was red in our direction. She,
however, crossed the street against the light. After I had rushed to
catch up with her, she said, “Lithuania is a democracy now. We
can do whatever we want.”

As we waited at the bus stop, I suggested to her that
democracy was perhaps better demonstrated by the variety of
political parties in Lithuania than the “right” to cross the street
against the red light. “Democracy isn’t about everyone believing
the same thing,” I said, “it’s a system that gives people who have
different ideas and opinions an opportunity to express them and
still function as one political, social, and economic system.” But
she was unconvinced, longing instead for the recent past when
differences among her fellow Lithuanians had been subsumed by
the overarching goal of independence from the Soviet Union.

This year, the National Endowment for the Humanities
launched We the People, an initiative that explores significant
events and themes in American history and culture, advances
knowledge of the principles that define America, and increases the

public’s knowledge and appreciation of American history. AHC
has incorporated We the People into its grant, Speakers Bureau,
and Community Book Discussions programs. These programs
provide an opportunity for Arizonans to talk about democracy
and what it means, where we’ve been, where we are going, and
how we can continue to improve our political, social, and
economic systems. I hope that these programs will demonstrate
democracy in action, as individuals with different opinions and
perspectives come together to discuss, debate, and reach a
consensus that leads to action.

My experiences studying and traveling to the Soviet Union and
its successor states have given me many opportunities to reflect on
what democracy means, and about American institutions and the
principles on which they were founded. I hope that you, too, will
take the time to think about what democracy means to you and to
learn more about the institutions and principles that have shaped
our nation.
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DESERT VIEWS

What Does Democracy Mean?

A R I Z O N A  H U M A N I T I E S  C O U N C I L
Founded in 1973, AHC is a non-profit organization and the state affiliate of the 

National Endowment for the Humanities, a federal agency.

Our Vision
AHC is a leader in providing opportunities for the public to discover,

understand, and celebrate the dynamic role that the humanities play in
shaping who we are, where we have been, and where we are going.

Our Mission
The Arizona Humanities Council’s programs and grants encourage communities to

share and understand the stories of Arizona’s vivid past and vibrant living cultures.

El Consejo de Humanidades de Arizona organiza actividades y provee fondos para
estimular las comunidades a compartir y comprender las historias del luminoso pasado de
Arizona y de sus vibrantes culturas del presente.



Diane Hamilton was elected chair of AHC’s Board of
Directors in March 2004. She has been a Board
member since March of 1999, and is presently

serving her second term. Her initial interest in AHC came
from a colleague on the Board who suggested she might
provide more expertise and involvement in K–12 education
partnerships and programming opportunities. Diane could
not have been a more suitable fit. “My main interest in the
humanities is to promote an understanding and appreciation
in students at a very young age so that it might be life-long,”
says Diane. 

Diane will soon begin her ninth year as superintendent of
the Tolleson Elementary School District. She has presided
over many positive changes during this time period. The
district grew both physically and academically, going from
one school of 800 students to three schools and a total of
2,500 students. Moreover, the district will be opening a
fourth school this summer, as well as a new warehouse,
transportation facility, and a new district office. Academically,
student test scores have improved dramatically, moving from
the teens into the 40–50% range. In addition to her work as
an administrator, Hamilton has also been an instructor and
curriculum developer with the University of Phoenix for over
16 years. 

Diane was also recently appointed to the Governor’s State
School Readiness Board. Board members include elected
officials, state agency representatives, business and

community leaders, health executives, and philanthropists.
Governor Janet Napolitano convened the State School
Readiness Board in mid-2003 to develop an effective delivery
system for early childhood education in Arizona. Diane
certainly has witnessed the value of early education on
subsequent grade levels. The Tolleson Elementary School
District implemented all-day kindergarten in 1999, thanks to
a budget override measure in 1998, and the results have been
entirely positive. 

Diane’s work at the Tolleson Elementary School District,
the University of Phoenix, and AHC does not deter her from
pursuing a favorite hobby. She is a certified Divemaster and
loves scuba diving. Exploring the beauty that lies underwater
– the reefs, coral, plant and sea-life – is one of her true
passions. “It’s like being in another world.” She has dived all
over the world, including the Caribbean and the Great Barrier
Reef off the coast of Australia. Diane finds time in her busy
schedule to go diving several times a year. 

Diane recognizes the dynamic role that the humanities
play in our cultures and communities. “The humanities
cannot be separated from the communities. It is in essence
who we are, what we are all about – it is dealing with human
concerns.” Given her appreciation, enthusiasm, and respect
for the humanities, Diane Hamilton is a great choice as the
chair of AHC’s Board of Directors.
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“My main interest in the

humanities is to promote

an understanding and

appreciation in students

at a very young age so

that it might be life-long.”

DIANE HAMILTON

Diane Hamilton and grandson, Noah Perez, at the Arizona Book 
Festival this spring. Photo by Ann-Mary Johnson.
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F CUSO R G A N I Z A T I O N NEWS
FROM WASHINGTON

Graham County Historical Society:
Linking the Past with the Present

The Graham County Historical Society Museum opened its doors for the first time
in 1965. The museum, originally located in the historic Odd Fellows Home in Safford,
consisted of five small rooms used for displays and one large room for exhibits. As
time passed, their collection expanded and eventually needed a larger space to
accommodate it. As luck would have it, at approximately the same time that the
museum needed to move, the historic Elementary School of Thatcher became vacant
when a new high school was built in town. The museum had found its new home.

Built in 1917, the old schoolhouse boasts ten rooms that are now being put to
great use as display space for Graham County’s unique and varied collection of
regional artifacts, pictures and historical recollections from the Territorial era of the
1870s to the 1950s. 

Visitors to the museum will find several rooms, each with its own theme and focus.
Rooms such as the Vintage Clothing Room display delicate, handmade children’s
clothing, hats and gloves, shoes and handbags (including a beaded wrist bag that was
carried to President Lincoln’s inauguration on March 4, 1861), wedding attire, and
everyday fashions. 

On the museum’s “Main Street,” patrons can explore artifacts that have been
arranged to represent businesses found in many small communities in early-day
Graham County, such as a mercantile store, a railroad depot, a drug store and a barber
shop. Printing, radio, dentistry and general medicine are among some of the other
professions represented on Main Street. 

In addition to the museum displays, research opportunities include hundreds of
documents, books, and photographs that are available for viewing by appointment.

This May, Graham County Historical Museum became the ninth location in Arizona
to partner with AHC to bring the Smithsonian’s traveling exhibit, Yesterday’s
Tomorrows, to their community. 

Museum Director
Raydene Cluff tells AHC
that the program has been
a rousing success, bringing
students and educators to
the museum in great
numbers to participate in
the programming attached
to the exhibit, as well as to
view the installations.
Raydene believes that
hosting this exhibit has not
only increased their
visibility in the community,
but has also inspired more
individuals to become
involved with the museum. 

For more information
contact GCHSM at
928/348-0470 or at P.O.
Box 127, Safford, AZ
85548-0127. The Museum
is located at the corner of
Highway 70 and 4th
Avenue in Thatcher, and is
open Monday, Tuesday, and
Saturday, 10 AM – 4 PM.

As of early July, Congress had not yet
completed the FY2005 budget. The
Interior appropriations passed by the
House of Representatives included 
$143 million for the National Endowment
(NEH) for the Humanities with slight
increases across all NEH programs.
Funding for the We the People initiative
remained at approximately $10 million.
An amendment increasing the NEH
appropriation to $146.5 million was
subsequently passed by the House. The
Senate Interior sub-committee appropria-
tion for both the NEH was less than the
budget passed by the House; however,
the Senate was still debating the budget
appropriation at the time of publication.

Arizona Heritage
Traveler Coming 

in 2005
In June, AHC and the Arizona Office of

Tourism announced a joint venture to
promote cultural heritage tourism in
Arizona. AOT is providing $215,000 to AHC
to underwrite the design and development
of www.azheritagetraveler.org, a new
interactive, itinerary-building Web site that
will replace AHC’s current Web site,
www.azhistorytraveler.org. 

The re-designed Web site will feature
state parks, archaeological sites, and
heritage areas in addition to the many
museums currently included in the
Arizona History Traveler. The Web site will
be a valuable tool for Arizona residents
and out-of-state visitors to find infor-
mation on the many cultural heritage sites
in the state.

AOT has also contracted with ASU West
to conduct a cultural heritage tourism
economic impact study. AHC will serve in
an advisory capacity for the study and will
produce a publication on the study results. 

Along with evaluating the economic
impact of cultural heritage tourism in
Arizona, the study will collect data that
will enable Arizona to more effectively
market to cultural heritage tourists,
provide information that will enable
cultural heritage sites to develop better
products, and identify cultural heritage
tourism success stories.



As America moves into the twenty-first century, it is all the more urgent for Americans
to study U.S. institutions, culture, and history. To help Americans continue to make sense
of their history and of the world around them, AHC is collaborating with NEH to launch
the We the People initiative in Arizona. We the People gives Arizonans the opportunity to
explore significant events and themes in American history and culture, advance their
knowledge of the principles that define America, and increase their knowledge and
appreciation of American history.

AHC invites local communities to take part in the We the People initiative by exploring
events and themes in American history and culture through Speakers Bureau programs,
Community Book Discussions, and grant-funded projects. 

AHC has identified speaker presentations and book titles that fit the following We the
People themes: constitutional values/civil rights, ethnic diversity, immigration experiences,
religious tolerance, and western expansion. These are suggested programs; other
presentations and titles that are appropriate for a We the People program may be found on
AHC’s rosters. To apply for a speaker or book discussion, please consult the respective
guidelines for eligibility and instructions, either online at www.azhumanities.org or in the
AHC Program Catalog. Please note on the application that it is a We the People program.
AHC staff is available to assist with program planning.

For more information on the National Endowment for the Humanities We the People
initiative, visit the NEH Web site at www.neh.gov. 
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■ Constitutional Values/Civil Rights
Karen Leong
• Japanese-American Internment during

World War II
Mary Melcher
• Race and Ethnicity in 20th-Century

Arizona: What Were the Rules and How
Did They Change?

• Arizona Women: Tradition and Change
From 1950-1990

F. Arturo Rosales
• Legacy of the Chicano Movement
Matthew C. Whitaker
• The Search for Racial Equality: African

Americans and the Civil Rights Movement
in Arizona, 1946-1995

■ Ethnic Diversity
Elizabeth Larson-Keagy
• American-Arabs: A Demographic

Overview
• Arizona’s Changing Demography
Karen Leong
• Japanese Americans in Arizona
Dale Curtis Miles
• Apache Culture Kit 
Daniel L. Preston, Jr.
• History and Culture of the Tohono

O’odham People, Past and Present
F. Arturo Rosales
• The Layering of Latino Communities 

in Arizona
Matthew C. Whitaker
• The African American Experience in

Arizona: 500 Years of History

■ Immigration Experiences
Elizabeth Larson-Keagy
• American-Arabs: A Demographic

Overview
• Arizona’s Changing Demography
Karen Leong
• Asian Americans in Arizona
F. Arturo Rosales
• The Layering of Latino Communities 

in Arizona
Matthew C. Whitaker
• From Africa to America: Black People and

the Quest for Freedom
■ Religious Tolerance
Richard E. Wentz
• America’s New Religious Diversity 
• Religion, Politics, and American 

Public Life 
■ Western Expansion
Doug Kupel
• Fuel for Growth: Water and Arizona’s

Urban Environment
• Not a Drop To Drink: Arizona’s Last 

Great Drought, 1920-1941 
Kyle Longley
• The Closest of Neighbors, Often the 

Most Distant of Friends: The United
States and Mexico

• The Gadsden Purchase
Dale Curtis Miles
• General Crook and the Sierra Madre

Adventure in Mexico, 1883
Evangeline Parsons-Yazzie
• The Long Walk of the Navajo People,

1864–1868
Robert A. Trennert
• Route 66 Across Arizona: A Travel

Adventure

We the People
Community Book
Discussions
■ Constitutional Values/Civil Rights
• The Crucible by Arthur Miller
• Farewell to Manzanar

by Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston and 
James D. Houston

• To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
• The Ox-Bow Incident

by Walter Van Tilburg Clark
■ Ethnic Diversity
• Going To Meet the Man

by James Baldwin
• Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison
• The Names: A Memoir 

by N. Scott Momaday
• No-No Boy by John Okada
• The Women of Brewster Place

by Gloria Naylor
■ Immigration Experiences
• Hunger of Memory: The Education of

Richard Rodriguez by Richard Rodriguez
• Nisei Daughter by Monica Sone
• Thousand Pieces of Gold

by Ruthanne L. McCunn
• What the Scarecrow Said 

by Stewart David Ikeda
■ Religious Tolerance
• Black Elk Speaks by John Neihardt
• Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko
• The Chosen by Chaim Potok
■ Western Expansion
• Filaree by Marguerite Noble
• Fool’s Crow by James Welch
• The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
• The Land of Little Rain by Mary Austin
• These Is My Words: The Diary of Sarah

Agnes Prine, 1881-1901
by Nancy E. Turner

COMES TO AHC!

We the People Speakers Bureau



who led tours at the museum, and historian Phyllis Heikens, a
former president of the museum’s board and the official chronicler
for Yesterday’s Tomorrows in Cave Creek. Her careful attention to
collecting photos, articles, printed materials and meeting minutes
produced two large three-ring binders to accompany the final
reports to AHC and the Smithsonian. This valuable record of how
to host a Smithsonian exhibit will be useful not only for future
programs at the Cave Creek Museum but for many other similar
venues within Arizona and around the country.

There were many stories from the thousands of visitors to the
museum and related events. Jo Ann Stuckey reported one poignant
example of how some historical exhibits are indeed timeless and
cross all boundaries. A little boy about five, attending Wings &
Wheels with his thirties-something father, asked about one of the
antique airplanes on display. The boy’s father confessed he knew
nothing about the planes, but another older man who had
overheard the conversation was able to answer the boy’s questions.
They joined forces and spent an hour or so touring the planes,
talking about these examples of early flight, and enjoying one
another’s company.

Visitors to Arcosanti, Paolo Soleri’s “Community of the Future”
near Mayer, are similarly of mixed ages. Project Directors Tomiaki
Tamura and Kelli Huth estimated that a third of their “Yesterday’s
Tomorrows” visitors were children, with the remaining 70% adults
equally divided among the age groups. The organizers used the
themes of the exhibit, and the fact that Arcosanti is included on one
of the Smithsonian’s panels, to encourage visits by area schools. It
was an excellent opportunity to show young people not only
Yesterday’s Tomorrows, but also the myriad projects and ideas

generated by Arcosanti’s resident students and staff. The Arcosanti
directors were enthusiastic about hosting the exhibit, and noted that
improved opportunities to work with schools was one of the lasting
effects.

Yesterday’s Tomorrows is part of the Museum on Main Street
(MOMS) program. The exhibit was developed by the Smithsonian
Institution Traveling Exhibition Services (SITES) and the National
Museum of American History. The project was made possible
through generous support from the Arizona Humanities Council,
the U. S. Congress, the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation,
and the Hearst Foundation.
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“Yesterday’s
Tomorrows” 
Sites Through 2004
Payson Public Library
328 North McLane, Payson
June 20 - August 1, 2004
www.libraryfriendsofpayson.org
928/474-9260

City of Williams Council Chambers
113 South First Street, Williams
August 8 - September 19, 2004
www.williamschamber.com
928/635-4451

Casa Grande Women’s Club 
(hosted by Casa Grande Valley 
Historical Society)
407 North Sacaton Street, Casa Grande
October 1 - November 2, 2004
www.cgvhs.org • 520/836-2223

Mohave Community College
Lake Havasu Campus, Room 211
1977 West Acoma Boulevard, 
Lake Havasu City
November 13 - December 15, 2004
928/505-3302

Cave Creek Museum and Arcosanti (continued from page 1)

Cave Creek Museum exhibit on “Yesterday and Tomorrow,” with 
Robert McCall’s painting, “Arizona Metropolis 3000”.

The 2005 Arizona Book Festival is
seeking individuals and organizations

to present themed program blocks 
for one of the Festival’s program areas. 

If you have a great idea for a book-
related program and wish to receive 

an application, call Theresa Jepsen at
602/257-0335 x28. The 2005 Arizona Book

Festival will be Saturday, April 2, at Carnegie
Center in Phoenix. Nearly 20,000 visitors are

expected. Information will be updated at the
Web site, www.azbookfestival.org.

ARIZONA BOOK 

FESTIVAL SEEKS STAGE

PRESENTERS



Motheread® Arizona Benefits 
Everyone It Touches
AHC would like to thank Lucy Neumann, with Kachina Elementary School, 
for the following special reflection.

My name is Lucy Neumann, and I had the privilege of being the interpreter for the
Motheread® Arizona parent series at Kachina Elementary School, which was co-
facilitated by Denise Krebs and Heather Bogat. What a valuable program,
especially for those parents who don’t speak English! We had two non-English
speaking mothers in the group, who I know enjoyed the program immensely and
who learned a lot, too. Motheread® was a wonderful experience for me, too. I really
enjoyed the exchange of ideas and how everyone wanted to share, especially my two
Spanish-speaking ladies. I believe that it really helped the English speakers to have
the books with the Spanish translations, as well. They all got to read aloud, and I
know they are looking forward to more of the same. 

The way each session was presented was wonderful; it really challenged everyone
and gave them a chance to express their thoughts and opinions, which is something
we don’t often get to do. The activities that Denise and Heather provided for the
group were very rewarding. The ladies had a chance to express their creative talents,
and I’m sure some of them were pleasantly surprised with themselves. 

There were a few challenges for me in the interpretation for some of the words,
and I actually learned a lot from Eloisa and Clara, the two Spanish-speaking ladies. I
grew up in the border town of Nogales, Arizona, a town of what we fondly called
Pochos, or people who mix English with Spanish when they talk. Motheread® allowed
Eloisa and Clara to give us insight into the different aspects of their culture, which,
even though we are all of Mexican descent, is very different from mine. It was
wonderful to see how they experienced all the new stories, and how they shared
their own cultural interpretations. 

I know the children of these Motheread® parents will benefit tremendously from
this program, especially with mothers who are so dedicated to helping their children
learn all they can. I know that we are all looking forward to next year’s program. This
is a wonderful program, which, in my humble opinion, should be implemented in
every school – what a great service it would provide.

For more information on Motheread® Arizona, contact Program Director 
Ann-Mary Johnson at 602/257-0335 x26 or amjohnson@azhumanities.org.
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Annual Awards and
Lecture To Be Held 
in Flagstaff

In conjunction with National
Humanities Month this October, AHC will
host the fourteenth annual Lorraine W.
Frank Lecture in the Humanities, a
free event to be held in Cline Library
Auditorium on the Northern Arizona
University campus in Flagstaff. The
lecture is named in honor of AHC’s
founding executive director.

During the evening’s program, the AHC
Board of Directors will honor individuals
and organizations that have furthered the
mission of AHC over a period of time.
Each year AHC presents three awards:
Distinguished Organization, Friend of the
Humanities, and the newly renamed Dan
Shilling Public Scholar Award.

Last year, the Distinguished Public
Scholar Award was renamed in honor of
Dan Shilling’s many years and
contributions at AHC on the occasion of
his retirement as executive director. The
AHC Board made the change to mark
Dan’s legacy, reflect the esteem in which
he is held, and recognize Dan’s own
respect for scholarship.

All award recipients receive a glass
sculpture. The Dan Shilling Public Scholar
and Distinguished Organization also
receive $500 each.

A noted speaker has been invited to
give a lecture on a topic of his or her
choice, followed by a question-and-
answer period. Following the lecture,
there will be a public reception in the
library’s lobby for audience members to
meet the speaker, purchase books, and
have them signed. As soon as the speaker
is confirmed, details will be announced
on the AHC Web site,
www.azhumanities.org.

The Lorraine W. Frank Lecture in the
Humanities rotates between Flagstaff,
Tucson, and Phoenix. Theologian Dr.
Martin E. Marty spoke at last year’s
event at the Burton Barr Public Library in
Phoenix.

The lecture is free and open to the
public, however due to space constraints,
reservations are required. AHC will mail
invitations in early fall, and reservations
may be made by calling 602/257-0335 or
emailing David Kennedy at
dkennedy@azhumanities.org.



In the rainy days leading up to the Seventh Annual Arizona Book Festival the
skies were dark and dismal, but that didn’t keep book lovers away. About 12,000
people from across the state showed up to celebrate books and reading on April 3,
at Carnegie Center in downtown Phoenix.

The free, family celebration is the signature event of the Arizona Humanities
Council, and this year was presented in collaboration with Maricopa County
Library District, Arizona State Library, Archives & Public Records, and Salt 
River Project. The Arizona Book Festival is held 10 AM – 5 PM the first
Saturday in April.

Among the 200 writers who read from their works, signed books, and
spoke with attendees, Ron Carlson, Nancy Farmer, Alan Dean Foster,
Diana Gabaldon, Tom McGuane, Ursula K. Le Guin, and Sandra Day
O’Connor appeared on the Main Stage. Three additional outdoor stages and
two indoor stages featured programs for families and children, as well as
authors whose works range from science fiction to poetry. Book appraisals
were back by popular demand. Exhibitors included booksellers, writer
groups, historical organizations, and libraries.

The Arizona Book Festival is the kick-off event for OneBookAZ, a
statewide program that brings readers together through literature. Yann
Martel’s Life of Pi was selected for the adult component of the program,
and he sent his regrets for not being able to attend the Festival (see his
letter on this page). Yann toured the state the following week.

The Arizona Humanities Council thanks all the sponsors who made
the festival a success. AHC especially thanks the Book Festival Planning
Committee for an outstanding event. For information about the 2005
Arizona Book Festival, visit www.azbookfestival.org.
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Poodle Suit Publishing was voted Outstanding
Booth and received a trophy donated by The

Winners’ Circle of Casa Grande.

April 3rd 2004 

Dear Arizona Readers,

I’m sorry that I can’t be with you

today to kick-off ONEBOOKAZ. What a

grand occasion it is! W
ho would have

thought it: a boy stranded in a lifeboat

with a tiger in an ocean in Arizona!

Waves the size of the Grand Canyon!

Thirst as hot as Phoenix in summer!

Turtles as friendly as Arizonans!

I can’t be with you today, but I will be

in Arizona next week. I look forward to

talking to you then and hearing your

questions and comments about Life of Pi. 

Thank you for choosing my novel for

ONEBOOKAZ. To celebrate books is just

another way of celebrating ourselves at

our best.

May the celebration continue!

Best, 

Yann Martel

Former AHC Executive Director Dan Shilling, current AHC Executive Director Amanda Swain, 
Gov. Janet Napolitano, and Sandra Day O’Connor. Photo by Mark Butler, Governor’s Office

Thousands of Authors and Readers Enjoy the Arizona Book Festival
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The Salazar-Ajo Library was the first branch of the
Tucson-Pima Public Library, originally opening in 1946.
It serves western Pima County, including Ajo, Why,
Lukeville, and the Tohono O’odham Nation. Virginia
Beauchel, branch manager, came to the library in
December 2001. Since then, the library has developed
into a real community center, in part because of AHC programs.
Virginia aims to transform the small, rural library into a gathering
place where the diverse residents of the area could meet. “My
vision is to open up Ajo and the Ajo library to the world,” she says
enthusiastically. She recognizes the importance of bringing people
together in public places, particularly in a small town where many
people hold the stereotypical belief that “there isn’t much to do.” 

Ajo, like many small communities in Arizona, is divided among
neighborhoods and ethnic groups, as well as year-round vs. winter
residents. AHC-sponsored events provide a forum for bringing
these people together. Originally from the South, Virginia uses 
her southern hospitality to overcome any tension or uneasiness. 
By providing food and refreshments and making people feel
welcome, Virginia helps residents begin to socialize. Speakers
Bureau presentations provide food for thought, spur people’s
interest and participation, and evoke active discussions.

The reaction from residents has been entirely positive. The
programs have become so popular that residents now ask for
specific AHC speakers. Elena Diaz Bjorkquist’s Chautauqua per-

formance of Teresa Urrea and her
“Growing up Chicana in Morenci”
presentation have become local
favorites. Part of the attraction to
these programs is the shared history
between Ajo and Morenci, both

historic mining towns with large Latino populations. AHC speaker
programs have become social events of their own, where residents
arrive early to enjoy good food and conversations. To maintain the
high attendance, Virginia advertises heavily and collaborates with
local partners. She has also opened up the library to community
members to actively participate in presentations. The Living History
Series allows residents to give lectures about Old Ajo. Residents
also share stories and give slide shows about their travels abroad
with the Armchair Adventures Series. Friendships have been
forged, and a sense of community invigorated. 

The Salazar-Ajo branch has become an excellent example 
of how a rural library with few resources can be successful in
bringing people together and involving them in the goings-on 
of the community. It now issues about five new library cards a 
day, with nearly 2,000 people holding cards out of a population 
of approximately 3,500. Indeed, it is a model for any small town.
“Everything we do, we do with a focus of how we can involve 
the community,” says Virginia. “All it takes is a vision.”

Serving the White Mountain
Communities of Show Low and Pinetop-
Lakeside, the Show Low Public Library 
has been a valued participant in AHC’s
Community Book Discussions for over four
years. A rotating group of about twelve local
readers has met to discuss an average of six
titles per year since the program came to
Show Low in 2000. 

“Our book discussions engage just about
a dozen thoughtful people every month in

sharing their ideas about a terrific variety 
of books,” shares Library Director Phil
Heikkinen. “[The discussions] give the
community and library an extra intellectual
dimension, and they allow people to share
their love of good books, which makes the
reading of them just that much better.” 

In addition to an organization, such as
Show Low Public Library, which is willing
to host these discussions, the participation
of AHC scholars as discussion facilitators is

critically important to the success of these
programs. Robert Stewart has been
leading Show Low’s book discussions since
they began and is eager to encourage other
rural communities to participate in
programs such as this one. He commented
that “the trade-off for the enjoyment of a
quiet lifestyle is diminished opportunities 
to enjoy theater, music, and the other fine
arts.” Show Low’s readers have impressed
Robert with their enthusiasm and insight
during discussions, “these are bright
readers, certainly.”

Show Low Public Library is looking
forward to moving into a new, roomier
facility as soon as next spring. Encouraged
by those individuals who have been
attending the book discussions thus far, 
Phil is hopeful that “this core group of
people will help us to generate a strong 
new round of programs and workshops 
for adults centered around books, authors
and writing.” And finally he adds, “this
discussion series brings together people
with a wide variety of backgrounds and
perspectives. It’s exciting to me as a
librarian to see this high-quality gathering
of ideas in our facility, because to me one 
of the highest purposes of a library is to
serve as a community commons, both for
people and for thought.”

Show Low Public Library’s Community Book Discussion Program

“Everything we do, we do 

with a focus of how we can 

involve the community.”

Virginia Beauchel & the Salazar-Ajo Library: 
The Secret to Our Success



Crossing Boundaries: The Arab-American
Experience in Central Arizona

This lecture series, presented by the Mesa Southwest Museum (MSM) and funded in part by
the Arizona Humanities Council, includes themes such as language and literature, women in
Islamic culture, and Islam in the United States. The series coincides with an Arab-American
exhibit on display at MSM from October 9, 2004, through March 6, 2005. For more
information, contact the MSM program coordinator at 480/644-5083. AHC would like to
thank MSM for the following article. 

In the fall of 2000, after the Mesa Southwest Museum had completed the
construction of its new natural history wing, some of the staff began to turn their
attention to the facility’s older History Gallery, with renovation and redirection in mind.
At that time, Curator of History Keith Foster generated an idea that the gallery, instead
of presenting the traditional “history of Mesa” viewpoint, would be better used if it
focused on short-term exhibition themes that spotlighted the community in a less broad
format. One of the resulting themes was to look at different ethnic communities within
the Salt River Valley, and the historical impact that each had on the social and cultural
development of the region.

Immigration questions, such
as why did people immigrate
and when and why did they
end up in Arizona, were also
considered. A short time 
later, University of Arizona
graduate Dr. Franak
Hilloowala, who was already
working in the museum, 
was enlisted to assist in
developing ideas for future
exhibits within the theme of
minorities and their impact
on central Arizona
communities.

Within a few months
the New York City World
Trade Center incident took
place, which in turn
caused Keith and Franak
to focus on how exhibits
on ethnic minorities might indeed
help the museum visitor reach a
better understanding of cultures
that were in the news, but not
necessarily portrayed in the best
light. Keith and Franak looked to
the Arab-American community in
the Valley and found a story that was
worth telling. An exhibit team headed
by Keith and Franak is currently
preparing the exhibit, Arab-American
Experiences in Arizona. 

Arabic-speaking peoples have been
immigrating to the United States and
Arizona since the nineteenth century.
Each decade brings different nationalities
of immigrants who are seeking new
opportunities or escaping hardships in 
their homelands. The exhibit will illustrate the history, contributions, and positive
impact of Arab-Americans in Arizona. The lecture series will accompany the exhibit as
part of an extensive education program. The series will engage diverse adult audiences
in dialogue concerning history, contributions, and issues surrounding Arab-American
communities and their culture in the United States and Arizona.
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Matthew Henson
Public Housing
Projects

Thanks to a $35 million grant, the city
of Phoenix is revitalizing the Matthew
Henson Public Housing complex and the
surrounding Central City South area with
HOPE VI funds received from the U.S.
Department of Housing & Urban
Development (HUD). The grant will enable
the city to replace the inner-city housing
projects with 469 mixed-income/mixed-use
housing units. Currently there are 372
units on-site, of which 356 will be
demolished. Sixteen of the original red-
brick units will be preserved for a cultural
interpretive center.

The Matthew Henson Projects were the
first segregated public housing facilities
available in Phoenix for African-Americans.
The projects were built in three phases
between 1940 and the late 1950s. Now
outdated, the housing units have become
obsolete and very costly to maintain.

In many instances, the projects had
been the first decent homes for many
African-American families. The locale
provided a warm and friendly
environment that encouraged the rich
culture and traditions passed on from one
generation to another. Matthew Henson’s
nurturing environment generated many
African-American leaders in education,
arts, politics, law enforcement, economics,
business, media, and other vocations. 
Due to the significant contributions that
African-Americans have made in Phoenix
and throughout the state of Arizona, it is
imperative to preserve this history for
future generations. 

Thanks to grant funds from AHC, 
the City of Phoenix HOPE VI Project will
preserve the rich cultural history of the
Matthew Henson community in a
documentary. The documentary will
feature videotaped interviews of current
and former residents in addition to
supportive community members. The
documentary will be permanently housed
in a cultural interpretative center along
with other historical items from the
projects such as plaques, photographs,
newspaper articles, oral documentations,
and original schematic building plans. 
A copy of the documentary will also be
available for public lectures. A monument
dedicated to all the past residents who
struggled and excelled in an era of great
social challenges is planned upon
completion of the revitalization process.

Brothers Ike and Eddie Basha Sr., one of Mesa’s first Lebanese-
American families, at one of the first Bashas’ supermarkets,

circa 1956. Courtesy of Bashas’ Family of Stores.

Citrus Box Label, Habeeb Ranches, founded by

Lebanese-American Elias Habeeb in the 1920s in

Mesa, AZ. Courtesy of Mary Habeeb, Mesa, AZ.
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The Puzzle of
Ancient Prescott:
Pieces from Coyote Ruin

With funding from AHC, the Smoki
Museum of American Indian Art &
Culture in Prescott is working in
partnership with the Yavapai Chapter
of the Arizona Archaeological Society
(YCAAS) to jointly prepare an exhibit
opening November 7, 2004. “The
Puzzle of Ancient Prescott: Pieces from
Coyote Ruin” tells the story of the
prehistoric Prescott Culture at the
Coyote Ruin, a seven-acre site northeast
of Prescott Valley, where the YCAAS
has worked for the past five years.

This hilltop site is believed to date
from 1020 to 1230 AD, according to
radio carbon dating of corn cobs. The
exhibit will present a watercolor
painting by Lynn Vanlandingham of
the site as it may have appeared at that
time, along with photographs of the
site, its petroglyphs, and the excavation
and analysis of its findings as it
progressed. There will also be a video
presentation and an exhibit of artifacts
uncovered at the site.

Viewers will learn how the site
developed up the hillside, how the type
of structures built at the site changed
in architectural style, how the early
people grew and processed food, and
how extensively those who dwelled
there traded with other early people. 

On display will be jewelry of shell
and turquoise, tools, small ceramic
figurines, a Tusayan black-on-white
bowl found at the site by J.W. Simmons
when he excavated it in 1930, and
many broken fragments of pottery. The
finest artifact which will be on display
is a carved frog pendant made from a
glycymeris shell. Even the toes and the
eyes are anatomically correct! 

Finally, the exhibit attempts to link
the Coyote Ruin site to other area sites
of the Prescott Culture, and shares the
perspective of the Yavapai peoples of
today about their connection to these
ancient people.

The exhibit opens to the public on
Sunday, November 7, 2004, with a free
lecture by noted archaeologist Andrew
Christensen at 2 PM. The exhibit is
expected to remain open at the Smoki
Museum for a full year.

For more information, contact John
Tannous at 928/445-1230 or
info@smokimuseum.org.

Riordan Mansion’s Centennial Celebration

On June 18, 19, and 20, 2004, Riordan Mansion recognized its centennial with an 
Arts & Crafts Style Celebration!, funded in part by the Arizona Humanities Council.
The weekend’s events included an array of nationally-known experts on historic
preservation, along with other exciting activities. The mansion, built in 1904 by Michael
and Timothy Riordan, is an impressive example of American Arts and Crafts style
architecture, and the interior is a pristine historical environment filled with original 
period artifacts and Riordan family mementos. For more information contact Riordan
Mansion at 928/779-4395, or visit their Web site at www.azstateparks.com.

AHC would like to thank Kathy Farretta, park ranger at Riordan Mansion State
Historic Park, for this personal reflection.

Nearly five years ago, I was very excited to be hired as a park ranger for Riordan
Mansion State Historic Park in Flagstaff. I had just completed my coursework on
my way to earning a master’s degree in history at Northern Arizona University, and 
I had heard that Riordan had some archives. What I really wanted to do was to 
be a historian and spend my time reading old letters. I had not really thought
through the park ranger job beyond that…and wearing the cool uniform, of course.
Little did I know I had stumbled across my niche.

Although it took me another year to realize I worked at a “museum” as well as 
a “park,” and that I was a curator, historian, and interpreter, as well as a special
events coordinator and marketing guru, I immediately realized that I had dozens 
of ideas about ways I could network with the community, market the park, and
teach the public. Late one night I grabbed a piece of scratch paper and busily 
began listing out all my ideas. Near the top, I listed an American Arts and Crafts
Movement Conference…an idea that could accomplish all three goals.

A few years later, when we started planning for our centennial year, I brought up
my conference idea again. In those heady, early days, the “mini-Craftsman Weekend”
grew into a weekend’s worth of lectures, a historic preservation roundtable, and a
historical play. Over the past two years, I have enlisted the support of the Flagstaff
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau and of my fellow co-workers. 

A few weeks ago, I found my old list of ideas. It was exciting to see how many 
of them I have been able to implement here. But, most of all, it was a sweet taste of
success to realize that my idea for a conference had borne such beautiful fruit!
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AHC Grants FundedAHC Grants Funded More than $58,325 awarded between
January & May 2004

More than $58,325 awarded between
January & May 2004

Arboretum at Flagstaff, Bringing Plants
and People(s) Together in the Arboretum’s
Garden. $3,025. This project brings
Navajo cultural specialists to the
Arboretum’s gardens to discuss Navajo
ways of knowing and their use of native
plants with staff members and the public.

Arizona Jewish Historical Society,
Celebrate 350 Arizona: Commemorating 350
Years of Jewish Settlement in America. $6,025.
This project informs the public of the 350
years of Jewish settlement in America
through curriculum preparation, public
talks, and oral history programming.

Arizona State Museum, A Sense of 
Place - Students Creating Connections.
$6,025. This teacher institute provides
educators with professional training on
developing and incorporating projects
into their curriculum that focus on
heritage, cultural traditions, and the
history of their communities, using the
communities as ‘texts.’

Chinese Historical Society of Tucson,
The Chinese Heritage in Tucson: Interpretive
Planning. $3,025. An exhibit and
publication are the long-term objectives of
the project, which is an out-growth of an
oral history program on Tucson’s Chinese
American community. The original
program was the impetus for the
establishment of the Chinese Historical
Society of Tucson. 

City of Phoenix Hope VI Project,
Matthew Henson Cultural and Interpretive
Exhibit Center. $6,025. This revitalization
project creates a video documentary
preserving the historical significance of
the Matthew Henson public housing
before it is demolished. 

Dry Creek Arts Fellowship, Trappings
of a Horse Culture. $4,025. Five one-hour
presentations on “gear and folkways” of
equine cultures incorporate video and slide
presentations, as well as oral histories.

John Wesley Powell Memorial
Museum, One River, One Community – 135
Years on the Colorado: Exploration, Recreation,
Service. $3,025. This project creates an
interpretive exhibit that coincides with
the 135-year celebration of John Wesley
Powell’s expedition down the Colorado
River.

Mesa Southwest Museum Guild,
Crossing Boundaries: The Arab-American
Experience in Central Arizona. $3,025. This
lecture series, which coincides with an
exhibit at the Mesa Southwest Museum
on Arab-Americans, includes themes such
as Language & Literature, Women in
Islamic Culture, and Islam in the U.S.

Northern Arizona Book Festival,
Seventh Annual Northern Arizona Book
Festival. $6,025. The Northern Arizona
Book Festival brings about 20 authors to
Flagstaff in April 2004 for panels that
help the audience better understand the
writers’ works.

Smoki Museum, Inc., The Puzzle of
Ancient Prescott: Pieces from Coyote Ruin.
$3,025. This project builds an exhibit that
explores the “Prescott Culture” of pre-
historic Indians, focusing on the findings
at the Coyote Ruin site in Prescott Valley.

Tohono O’odham Nation, The Role of
Newspapers in Documenting and Representing
Activities of the Tohono O’odham People.
$3,025. Investigating the role of a
newspaper in the activities of a place, this
project includes a lecture and traveling
exhibit celebrating The Runner’s 30th
anniversary as the local Tohoho O’odham
Reservation newspaper.

To The Other Side, To the Other Side –
Al Otro Lado. $6,025. This project creates
a documentary about immigration and
drug smuggling told through the 200-
year-old tradition of corridos, one of the
most vital music styles in North America.
Al Otro Lado is situated along the
U.S./Mexican border in Sinalao, Mexico’s
drug capital.

Yavapai County Heritage Alliance,
Yavapai County Heritage Site Assessment &
Map. $3,000. The site assessment and
map provide a self-guided driving tour for
cultural heritage tourists in the Verde
Valley and Sedona regions.

University of Arizona, Testimonios
Tucsonenses: Commemorating the Treaty de la
Mesilla and Reclaiming the Past. $3,025. This
mini-conference commemorating and
celebrating the history of Southern
Arizona integrates guest speakers,
information sessions, and oral histories. 

Community Awards
Speakers Bureau
36 awards totaling $16,541

Community Book Discussions
4 awards totaling $2,250

Other Awards
8 awards totaling $6,050

General Grants

We the People
Grants

In conjunction with the We the People
initiative, AHC invites grant proposals
for the upcoming grant round that
explore significant events and themes in
American history and culture, advance
knowledge of the principles that define
America, and increase the public’s
knowledge and appreciation of
American history.

The upcoming Intent deadline is
September 1, and the application
deadline is October 1. Projects should
begin after November 20, may combine
a variety of programming formats, and
should reach as broad an audience as
possible. See AHC’s Web site for more
information.



P L A N  P U B L I C  P R O G R A M S
I N F O R M A T I O N  T H A T  W I L L  H E L P  Y O U

Museums, libraries, and other educational and cultural
institutions throughout the state are invited to participate in
AHC’s array of programming opportunities. The 2004 Program
Catalog covers all these opportunities in brief, with more
detailed information on the Web site at www.azhumanities.org.
Visit the Web site or call AHC at 602/257-0335 to request 
a catalog.

The Program Catalog is now updated annually instead of
every two years, and there are several policy changes as well,
including more specific guidelines for
eligible applicants, and one less grant
deadline for General Grants.

Packaged Programs
AHC has refocused its policies to

ensure that all Speakers Bureau
presentations and Community Book
Discussions are public programs, and
to encourage partnerships. A $35
administrative fee for each speaker and
book discussion has been established,
and there is no limit to the number of
programs a group may request.

Speaker and book-discussion
programs are targeted for public
libraries, museums, historical sites,
historical and archaeological societies,
parks, community centers (if open to 
all people all the time), and tribal
entities. Eligible organizations, which 
are considered “primary applicants,” 
must be a 501(c)(3), governmental, 
or tribal entity.

Speakers Bureau
One of the most popular AHC

programs, the Speakers Bureau offers
outstanding presenters who are available to give talks throughout
the state on myriad topics. With prior approval, applicants are
also permitted to use AHC funding to host scholars not listed on
the AHC roster.

Chautauquans, another part of the Speakers Bureau, are
scholars who assume the role of significant figures from the past,
complete with period clothing. Also known as living history
presentations, the historic figures are represented in the first
person, with the scholar then fielding questions as both the figure
and as themselves. For 2004, two new chautauqua characters
have been added – Sharlot Hall and Eulalia “Sister” Bourne.

For the Speakers Bureau, a primary applicant may request a
single program and is not required to partner with another
organization. Other non-profit organizations, including schools,
colleges and universities, churches, community agencies, and
civic groups, may host a program if they partner with a primary
applicant in their community, and arrange for presentations by a
single speaker at both organizations within the same eighteen-
hour period. 

Community Book Discussions
AHC’s library of titles continues to

grow, and there are now nearly 100
fiction and nonfiction books from
which to choose. AHC provides 20
copies of the book and a facilitator to
lead the discussion. Groups may also
request books not in AHC’s library
under the Community Book
Discussion Expansion Program.

Special Projects
Find out how your museum,

library, or other community group can
participate in the Arizona Book
Festival, History on the Mall, Arizona
History Traveler, Motheread® Arizona,
or other projects developed by AHC
by calling the AHC office, or visiting
the Web site at www.azhumanities.org. 

General Grants
AHC’s General Grant program

allows non-profit organizations to
apply for up to $3,000 for
community-initiated humanities
programs. Another $3,000 can be
requested through AHC’s Gift & Match
program. General Grant guidelines

have been updated so that an eligible applicant must be a
501(c)(3), or a governmental or tribal entity to apply. 

The most significant change, however, is that the number 
of grant cycles is now three per year. This change will increase
the grant monies available to each pool of applicants, 
as well as the competitiveness of each grant cycle.

The three grant deadlines for 2004/2005 are listed on the
back page, along with corrected dates for the corresponding
grant workshops. Contact Program Director Ann-Mary Johnson
at 602/257-0335 x26 for more information.

Go to www.azhumanities.org for more on AHC’s 2004 Program Catalog 13
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