
Book lovers will
return to Phoenix’s
first library when the
Sixth Annual

Arizona Book Festival is held at
the historic Carnegie Library
(11th Avenue and Washington)
on Saturday, April 5, 10 AM–
5 PM. The new location offers
an arboretum-like backdrop,
ample parking – both covered
and uncovered – State Capitol
security, and a distinctive
wrought iron-and-brick fence
provides an integrative setting.

Presented by the Arizona
Humanities Council, Arizona
State Library, and Maricopa
County Library District, the
event’s new location reflects
how the festival continues to
grow in size and spirit. Last 
year more than 14,000 people
attended the festival, elevating 
it to one of the larger literary
events of its kind.

This free, family activity
offers book lovers the chance to
meet nationally known and local
authors, see lively stage presen-
tations, hear storytelling, and
purchase books. More than 100
book stores, libraries, literacy
programs, publishers, and other
exhibitors will be on hand. 
New additions this year include
book appraisers to evaluate
antique and unusual books; an
appearance by Dora, the popu-
lar children’s character from
Nickelodeon’s show, Dora the
Explorer; and cooking demon-
strations by author-chefs.

A few of the more than 100
authors who will be at the
festival include Aliki, Diana
Gabaldon, Jack Gantos, Kent
Haruf, J. A. Jance, Maxine
Hong Kingston, William
Kittredge, Annick Smith, 
E. Annie Proulx, and Alberto
Ríos. 

The festival is also the kick-
off event for OneBookAZ, a
statewide effort that brings
readers together through
literature by asking Arizonans
to read and discuss the same
book. Kent Haruf’s Plainsong is
the “one book” for 2003, and
Haruf will be at the festival.
This year a separate book for
younger readers has been
selected as part of a similar
program. Jack Gantos’s Joey
Pigza Swallowed the Key is the
inaugural title, and Gantos will
also appear on the Main Stage.

Proceeds from the festival
support Motheread® Arizona, a
program of the new Arizona
Center for the Book (pages 7-8)
that promotes family literacy.
For details about the Arizona
Book Festival turn to page 5 
for a schedule, and visit
www.azbookfestival.org.

Major support for the festival
has been provided by The
Arizona Republic, Salt River
Project, America West Airlines,
Saturn, KAET-TV, Mervyn’s,
Arizona Parents Commission,
and The Margaret T. Morris
Foundation.
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By Dan Shilling, AHC Executive Director

Today, like nearly every other morning for the two months
I’ve been on sabbatical in Montana, I’m hiking up the hill
behind my place. I use the trek to clear my head and get

some exercise, knowing a full day of research awaits. The hilltop is
also the only nearby spot where my cell phone can detect even a
faint signal, allowing me to check messages back home. 

This well-worn trail has snaked through these hills since the
late 19th century. Ranchers on horseback, then in trucks, and now
on ATVs have used these trails to move livestock and travel across
the ranch for generations. Containing few human imprints except
an occasional barbed-wire fence, the scene must look like the one
that greeted my host’s great-great-grandparents each sunrise.

The knee-high grasses are home to countless critters – among
them the ubiquitous grasshoppers that spring from underfoot in all
directions. The hill shivers with these leaping curiosities, not to
mention antelope, herons, deer, more than a few bugs I don’t
recognize, and, of course, cows. 

I move into a group of about 50 angus, who as a team stop
eating and stare. My rancher friend says these year-old mothers-to-
be are like teenagers. She’s got a point: they’re giddy, curious,
excitable, and run in packs; I half expect to see them passing
notes. Those on the trail lumber off when I get within five feet or
so, and for a while several jog alongside me, accompanied by that
deep, hollow cadence of hooves on hard dirt. As the trail hairpins
and rises sharply, they stop and let me go on – stone-still, gawking
in their big-headed way.

I reach the outcropping of granite that defines the hilltop, sit on
a large oxidized crag of rock, turn on my phone, and check
messages. Dozens of grasshoppers leap about; flies busy themselves
in plate-sized cowpies; a shiny black beetle lugs a twig in its
pinchers. Sticks and dung: it doesn’t take much to make some
things happy. No phone messages: I’m happy too.

Near my foot a fist-sized rock juts out of the ground. Given the
deep-rutted trail to this point, I can’t help but think that others

have stopped and looked at this same rock, stuck in its place for
eons. No doubt they, too, sat here and thought the thoughts that
this landscape invites: struggles, longings, joys, doubts – the
necessary inner inventory, all so important to them then. 

They’re gone but the rock is still here, forever connected to the
small and seismic histories that have happened around it, as well
as to the insects and soil bacteria that have come to depend on it. I
grab the rock with one hand, twist hard, and wedge it out of the
ground, leaving a smooth dirt indentation.

Just like that I have altered history, a narrative that’s probably
been unbroken since before humans walked upright. And now I
have inserted myself into the story. Part of me thinks this should be
a pretty big deal, but another part knows it doesn’t mean anything.

I look around at the ants, grasshoppers, beetles, and other now-
baffled keepers of the rock and realize I could squash any of them,
and that wouldn’t matter either. Nothing in the world as you and I
know it will change one iota as a result of my little hillside drama.

I stand and look across the valley perhaps ten miles to a
mountain range, my gaze landing on one ordinary peak. Like the
rock I had freed, this mountain has stood – enduring, fixed,
dependable – 200 million years or so; but if it suddenly were
flattened, evaporated, or never even existed, human history would
not be materially different.

I turn in all four directions, taking in an expanse of land larger
than Phoenix, and I see only one building. Now I’m scaring
myself. I wonder if this whole scene vanished – swallowed into
some black hole, zipped shut, covered over – would it matter? 

Probably not. Oh, sure, some businessman might get a different
slab of meat in his Big Mac, but he wouldn’t know it and his life
would continue along the same trajectory. Had this precise slice of
earth never existed, Jefferson would still have penned the
Declaration of Independence, and we’d be debating his
relationship with Sally Hemmings; John Lennon would have
recorded “God” and he’d (John) still be dead; Ghandi would’ve

“History on the Mall” Continues To Grow
Rainstorms on February 13 brought welcome relief to the Valley, but

dramatically changed plans for the fourth annual “History on the Mall:
Celebrating Arizona’s Statehood,” which had been planned as an outdoor
event on the Capitol lawn.

Spirits were not dampened, however, and more than 30 history
organizations moved indoors and set up displays in the Capitol. Governor
Janet Napolitano headed the group of dignitaries, kicking off her
“Countdown to the Centennial,” by announcing that the new commission
would be co-chaired by former AHC director Lorraine W. Frank and well-
known historian Marshall Trimble, who were both in attendance. 

Senate President Ken Bennett introduced Elliott Hibbs, who received
this year’s Polly Award for outstanding service to the state’s libraries and
museums. House Speaker Jake Flake recognized the dozen student winners
of the Polly Rosenbaum Essay Contest. State Librarian GladysAnn Wells told
the large crowd, which included more than 500 students, that the Arizona
Center for the Book had found a new home with her agency and AHC (story,
page 7). Popular media personality Pat McMahon was master of ceremonies. 

Sponsors AHC and the Arizona State Library, with assistance from SRP and
the Museum Association of Arizona, were very pleased with the successful
event and thank all who participated.

see “Thoughts On” page 11
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THOUGHTS ON

As part of “History on the Mall” Governor Napolitano invited 
500 fourth graders to the Arizona State Capitol.

Courtesy Office of the Governor, photographer Mark Butler



3

In a few months one of Arizona’s “library
leaders” will exit the profession, one she never
intended to enter. Karen Drake, who has
worked for Chandler Public Library since
1973, who has served on nearly every regional
and statewide library board and commission,
and who spearheaded OneBookAZ during that
project’s first two years, is stepping down.

Drake didn’t intend to be a librarian. A
Midwesterner, she graduated from Simpson
College in Iowa with a degree in English, and
began her career as a high school teacher
there. After five years, however, she and her
husband relocated to Arizona, a state her
parents had moved to in the mid-1960s. 

She says she fell into the library field
“simply through serendipity.” Drake was
looking for a job “and I didn’t want to do
substitute teaching. The Chandler Public
Library had a part-time vacancy. I applied and
got the job, worked for about six months, and
was hooked for life.” She fell in love with “the
public library environment – the breadth of
people you serve, ages two to ninety-two.” 

While working at the Chandler Public
Library, she completed a school library
certification at ASU, “still thinking I’d go back
to work in the schools.” However, when she
was offered several school librarian jobs, “I
found myself unable to say ‘yes.’ Clearly, I had
found my life’s work in public libraries.”
Eventually, she received her Master’s in Library
Science from UA, and she continued in the
public library arena for the rest of her career,
becoming Chandler’s head librarian in 1988.

Drake says she can’t imagine a more
interesting place to practice her work than in
Chandler, which had approximately 17,000
people when she started in 1973. The town
had one small library and two full-time staff.
Today, Chandler has more than 200,000
people, three libraries (soon to be four), and a
staff of almost 90. “Being a part of that growth
and helping to shape the development of the
City, specifically the libraries, has been
challenging, of course, but also rewarding,”
Drake says.

She thinks libraries are a way to provide
community spirit, especially in a rapidly
growing place. “In the ’70s, Tempe, Chandler,
Mesa, and the other East Valley towns were
separated, each with its own identity. But as
the suburbs grew together, we began to lose
our uniqueness.” New freeways split
communities in two, children lived in one
town but attended schools in another, and
most people crossed city lines to shop or
work. Drake thinks libraries and museums are
a way to give people a sense of the place in
which they live.

During her nearly thirty years as a public
librarian, she has seen remarkable changes in
the profession, too. Not the least is the impact
of technology, which has led to a shifting
focus and mix of services for libraries. “The
way people access and use information” is
different today, she says, and libraries are still
trying to figure out how to evaluate and
measure new services.

Related to technology’s impact, Drake
believes one of the greatest challenges (and
opportunities) libraries face is “combating 
the popular idea that the Internet has already
or soon will replace libraries, while in fact
public library usage around the country is
increasing.” The Internet also raises issues 
of intellectual freedom and filtering – topics
Drake and other librarians deal with
constantly. 

As Chandler’s librarian, another area of
concern is “attracting new people into the pro-
fession and deciding what skills those people
need as librarians of the future.” She says
library schools must seek out “opportunities
to redefine libraries’ and librarians’ roles in the
communities they serve.”

One of those skills, she maintains, is an
ability to collaborate “with other cultural and
educational organizations for programming,
funding, and service delivery.” Clearly, Karen
Drake has been a leader when it comes to
partnerships, especially with AHC, which has
funded numerous activities for her libraries,
such as a recent February project in
celebration of Black History Month.

She was also the principal voice behind the
creation of OneBookAZ in 2002, and she con-
tinues to chair the committee this year. “When 

I first heard about one book / one community
programs,” she says, “I thought, ‘What an
exciting way to promote reading and libraries!’
It seemed to me a natural media draw and a
way to get coverage for what essentially is 
a large-scale book-discussion program – 
something that normally would get a few 
lines in the weekly calendar of a newspaper.”

She was right: last year’s program featuring
Barbara Kingsolver’s Animal Dreams received
considerable media attention, and more than
10,000 people participated in reading
programs in over 125 libraries and other
public spaces. This year’s “one book” is
Plainsong by Kent Haruf, who will appear at
the Arizona Book Festival to kick off the
reading program (page 5).

Drake herself likes to read historical 
fiction and mysteries. She belongs to a book-
discussion group and tries “to keep up with 
at least a few of the titles that our libraries’
discussion groups are reading.” 

Come September, she’ll have time to 
catch up. “I still love what I do, and I enjoy
coming to work every day, but after 27 years,
it’s time for a change.” She intends to begin a
consulting business to assist nonprofits with
organizational development.

“Although I’ve had one employer for 27
years, I feel as if I’ve actually worked for four
or five different organizations, because the city
and the nature of my job have changed so
dramatically and continuously throughout
those years.”

AHC congratulates Karen Drake on a
fulfilling career, and we thank her for her
years of service to the profession and the
people of Arizona. 

People Feature

Related to technology’s
impact, Drake believes
one of the greatest
challenges (and oppor-
tunities) libraries face
is “combating the 
popular idea that the
Internet has already 
or soon will replace
libraries, while in fact,
public library usage
around the country 
is increasing.”

Karen Drake



JEROME HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Celebrates 50th Year Anniversary

At one point, Jerome truly was a ghost town. It wasn’t until the formation of the
Jerome Historical Society in 1953 and the opening of the Jerome Mine Museum that
the town came alive.

This year marks the Jerome
Historical Society’s 50th
anniversary.

“When the mines closed in
the 1950s, the population of
Jerome dwindled to a handful
of people,” said Executive
Director Pamela Ravenwood.
“Jimmy Brewer, superintendent
of Tuzigoot National Park,
came to a Jerome town meeting
and told the townspeople to
quit sitting around mourning,
that they were sitting on a gold
mine. He said that visitors at
Tuzigoot were more interested

in Jerome’s history than the Indian ruins, and he was tired of telling Jerome’s history.
The people of Jerome needed to form a historical society and a museum.”

The Historical Society organized and indeed opened a museum. They held regular
potlucks, dances, dinners, and white elephant sales in efforts to raise money. In
1954, the Society bought Lawrence Hall from Phelps Dodge. After spending $7,000,
they christened it Spook Hall. Jerome once again had a community center for dances
and social events.

The Historical Society struggled to keep Jerome alive, trying to achieve their
dream of making Jerome the “greatest outdoor museum.” In 1956, the Society
completed negotiations with Phelps Dodge assuring that no more buildings would be
torn down in the main part of the Ghost City. In addition, the Society succeeded in
purchasing most of uptown Jerome, securing Main Street.

Today, the Historical Society owns eight large commercial buildings and various
lots. The rest of the buildings the organization had owned were sold back to the
community for restoration. Over the years, the organization has used money earned
from rents to reinvest back into the town and their museum. Currently the Jerome
Historical Society is preparing to reopen the top two floors of the Boyd Hotel. The
organization received a grant for $86,000 from the State Historic Preservation Office
and will start work this year.

To celebrate the Jerome
Historical Society’s 50th year
anniversary, a timeline and
exhibit will be on display with
the Smithsonian Traveling
Exhibit “Yesterday’s Tomorrows”
(see story, page 12) May 4
through June 15 in Spook Hall.
Admission is by donation and
hours and other information 
are posted on the Jerome
Historical Society Web site,
www.jeromehistoricalsociety.org.

Formerly the Fashion Saloon, the 
Mine Museum opened in 1953.

Spook Hall, built as one of the town’s first department stores.

As this newsletter went to print,
Congress had just passed an FY03
omnibus bill that included nearly level
funding for the National Endowment for
the Humanities (NEH), the federal agency
from which AHC receives the majority 
of its funding. Since the FY03 year for
NEH and other federal agencies began
October 1, 2002, this delay meant that
the Endowment (and AHC) operated for
almost half a year without a budget.
During these months, Congress approved
Continuing Resolutions (CRs) so that the
agencies had operating funds.

The previous Congress had included
between $2 million and $5 million more
for the state humanities councils in the
overall NEH appropriation, but that
Congress adjourned at the end of 2002
without passing budgets for several
departments – including the Department
of Interior, where the NEH budget
resides. When the new Congress assumed
its duties in early 2003, previous
agreements were set aside, and the final
FY03 budget for NEH was level funding
at best – including level  funding for the
state programs.

President Bush’s request for NEH in
FY04 includes $25 million in new funding
for the agency’s “We the People”
initiative (see page 9). As of this writing,
the FY04 budget has not been approved,
so the new money is not guaranteed.
Still, with the president’s support and 
his party controlling both houses of
Congress, humanities advocates are
expressing guarded optimism that the
agency will receive its largest increase 
in many years.
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Save the Dates: Museum
& History Conferences

The 44th Annual Arizona Historical
Convention takes place April 24-26,
2003, at the Fiesta Inn Resort in Tempe.
Events include a Roosevelt Dam tour and
dozens of panel presentations with some of
the state’s finest historians. For registration
and program information, contact Bruce
Dinges at the Arizona Historical Society in
Tucson: 520/628-5774 or visit
www.arizonahistory.org.

The Museum Association of Arizona
takes its 21st conference to Lake Havasu
City, the first time the organization has met
there. The conference, titled “Coming of
Age: MAA at 21,” takes place April 30 –
May 2, 2003. For information, visit the
MAA Web site, www.azmuseums.org, or 
e-mail info@azmuseums.org.



Northern Arizona Book Festival
Literacy Volunteers of Coconino County organized the first Northern Arizona Book

Festival in 1998, and April 11-13, 2003, Flagstaff will host the festival for its sixth year.
Now a separate nonprofit corporation, the festival hopes to attract several thousand
visitors to the readings, panel discussions, writing workshops, and other literary events
scheduled in the historic downtown district and at Northern Arizona University during
the three days.

Authors scheduled to appear include James Cervantes,
Andrei Codrescu, Stella Pope Duarte, Tayari Jones,
William Kittredge, Michael Lacapa, Demetria Martinez,
Rick Moody, Jewell Parker Rhodes (left), Annick Smith,
and Mary Sojourner.

A weekend ticket is $20, and Friends of the Festival 
can purchase $50 tickets that include entry to the festival
reception. Some individual events are free, while others cost 
$3 at the door. All admission fees support the core programs 
of the Literacy Volunteers. For a schedule of events and more
information visit www.flagstaffcentral.com/bookfest.

OneBookAZ is a statewide adult reading
program coordinated by libraries across the state to
promote literacy and lifelong reading, increase use
of libraries, foster partnerships between libraries
and other community organizations, and bring
people together through literature. During the
month of April, adults statewide are encouraged to
read and discuss Kent Haruf’s Plainsong, the story
of everyday life in a small Colorado town, focusing
on a high school teacher, a pregnant teenager, and
two bachelor brothers on their family ranch.

Kent Haruf, who lived in Tempe in the 1960s,
will appear at the Arizona Book Festival Saturday,
April 5, to kick off the OneBookAZ activities. 
He will be on the AHC Main Stage at noon, 
and then he will 
sign books in 
the America West
Authors Lounge at 
1 PM. The book
festival this year

will be at its new site on the grounds of the Carnegie
Library, on Washington Street at 11th Avenue in Phoenix.

Two other signature events will take place statewide to 
promote OneBookAZ: a Live Author Chat April 15 on
www.OneBookAZ.org, and a segment of “Books &
Company” airing on KAET and KUAT April 28. With
grant support from AHC, host Ron Carlson will
interview Kent Haruf. In addition, KAET’s “Horizon”
will highlight OneBookAZ and the Arizona Book
Festival on April 4 at 7 PM.

Last year was the inaugural year for OneBookAZ,
and more than 10,000 readers and 125 libraries
participated in reading and discussing Barbara
Kingsolver’s Animal Dreams. AHC is once again
assisting the statewide book discussions by 
loaning copies of Plainsong to libraries.

2003 Arizona Book
Festival Schedule

Please consult the festival Web site,
www.azbookfestival.org, for schedule
updates and a complete list of all
authors appearing during each time slot.
The Web site also includes a listing of
the more than 100 exhibitors that will be
attending the festival, as well as the
authors appearing at exhibitor booths.

Main Stage
10 AM.......Jack Gantos

11 AM.......J. A. Jance

Noon.........Kent Haruf

1 PM .........William Kittredge & 
Annick Smith

2 PM.........Maxine Hong Kingston

3 PM .........Alberto Ríos

4 PM .........E. Annie Proulx

Children’s Stage
10 AM.......Desert Stages Theatre: 

Ugly Duckling

Noon.........Maricopa County Library
District: Aliki

2 PM .........SMCC Storytelling Institute:
No Barrier

3 PM .........Scottsdale Public Library:
Harry Potter

Family Stage
10 AM.......Golden West Publishers:

Cooking Demonstrations

12:30 PM ..ASU Dept. of English: 
Young Adult Literature 

1 PM .........Society of Southwestern
Authors: Recall and Write

3 PM .........Autumn Joy Productions:
Arizona Traditions

Literary Stage
10 AM.......ASU Public History: New

Fiction, New Nonfiction

12:30 PM ..Central Arizona
Speculative Fiction: Science 

Fiction & Fantasy 

A r i z o n a  H u m a n i t i e s  C o u n c i l  •  P r o g r a m s  U p  C l o s e
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2 PM .........Sisters in
Crime: Keys to 
Killer Mysteries

3:30 PM ....Glendale 
Public Library:
Sistahs with
Literary Voices
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History Fest 
for Teachers

Phoenix Union High School District
in 2001 received a grant for $675,000
through the U.S. Department of
Education to improve the teaching of
American history. AHC is partnering
with PUHSD and other Valley
organizations, including the Arizona
Historical Society, Phoenix Museum of
History, Heard Museum, and Arizona
State University History Department, to
offer high school teachers from PUHSD
and the Mesa High School District a
series of seminars, classes, and Web site
activities during the current school year.
Future plans include expanding the
offerings to teachers in other districts.

AHC is coordinating a day-long
History Fest Saturday, May 31, 2003, at
North High School for social studies
teachers from the two districts, which
will focus on American history and
Arizona history topics included in the
state’s Social Studies Standards. Robert
Dallek, author of a new book about
John F. Kennedy, will be the keynote
speaker.

Teachers have already attended
seminars on the Japanese Relocation
Experience, Water Rights,
and Civil Rights and Native
Americans hosted by Valley
museums. The Arizona State
University Web course has
received enthusiastic responses
from its 150 participants,
including one high school
history teacher who noted, “It
has brought a greater enrichment
to my class and my teaching. I
think my students are definitely
benefiting.” 

Michael Babb, social studies
curriculum coordinator for the
Phoenix Union High School District
and the project’s executive director,
praises the course for expanding the
classroom experience by integrating
local landmarks, museums, and
communities into “living history.” AHC
plans to build on this solid foundation
to provide a day of presentations and
activities to enhance the future teaching
of American history.

Southeast Asian School Kits Available
Literature, storybooks, videos, music, board games and other toys, textiles, and

traditional clothing from Indonesia, the Philippines, and Vietnam now fill three trunks
available for school use from the Arizona State University Program for Southeast Asian
Studies. AHC helped fund enhancements and renovations for the traveling kits.

Esther Sianipar, who coordinated the project, explained that teachers borrow the
cases for one to two weeks, using the contents and accompanying lesson plans in their
classrooms. “Loaning the three cases free of charge to our local communities and K-12
schools will give
educators the
opportunity to teach
others, both
knowledgeably and
with the aid of hands-
on materials, about the
multicultural countries
of Southeast Asia,” she
said. For more
information, call
480/965-0118.

In the photo right,
Esther Sianipar works
with a class learning
about Indonesia. She is
cutting a tropical fruit
called durian or
“jackfruit” as part of an
outreach activity.
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UA Press Publishes 
New Book on Water 
in the West

Cities in the arid West would not be what
they are today without water and the
technology needed to deliver it to users.
The history of water development in
Arizona goes hand in hand with the state’s
economic growth, and Arizona’s future is
inextricably tied to this scarce resource.

Funded by AHC as part of the recent
“Moving Waters” project, Fuel for Growth
describes and interprets the history of
water resource development and its
relationship to urban development in
Phoenix, Tucson, and Flagstaff.

Douglas E. Kupel, a frequent
speaker and scholar for AHC, has
worked for the City of Phoenix Law
Department since 1988, where he
conducts historical research for
water rights litigation. 



P U B L I C  P R O G R A M  P L A N N E R
Grants, Workshops & Other Information That Will Help You Plan Programs

AHC Program Overview
The Arizona Humanities

Council works with libraries,
museums, and other cultural
and educational
organizations across the
state through a variety of
programs. More
information on all of these
programs is available on
the AHC Web site,
www.azhumanities.org.

Speakers Bureau:
One of AHC’s most
requested programs, the
Speakers Bureau allows
nonprofit organizations
to bring topnotch
presenters to their
communities. The
Speakers Bureau also includes
the popular Chautauqua Program, which
features living history presentations.

Arizona Center for the Book: A partnership with the Arizona
State Library, Archives and Public Records, ACB includes three
programs that encourage reading for different age groups:

• The Community Book Discussions are for libraries and other
community groups that wish to develop adult reading
programs. AHC provides the books and a skilled moderator.

• Motheread® Arizona is part of a national program that uses
children’s literature to teach adult literacy and parenting skills.
AHC provides a four-day training and books to begin the
reading activities.

• The Arizona Reading Program helps librarians create reading
programs for children and young adults. The program includes
a resource manual, promotional items, and program funds.

AHC Initiatives: AHC often works with other organizations to
carry out its own activities, both permanent and short-term. Your
organization can participate in these programs:

• The Arizona Book Festival is an annual activity sponsored by
AHC that brings thousands of people to Phoenix for a
celebration of books. Organizations can participate by renting
booths or hosting authors. AHC provides modest program
funding.

• The Arizona History Traveler is part of AHC’s multi-layered
effort to design a statewide cultural heritage tourism
program. AHC will list your museum on this Web site for free.
www.azhistorytraveler.org.

General Grants: Your organization is encouraged to design its
own humanities event. Through the competitive General Grants
program, nonprofits can request up to $3,000 in outright funds. An
additional $3,000 may be awarded if a cash match is submitted. 
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Arizona Reads, the partnership between the Arizona
Humanities Council and the Arizona State Library, Archives and
Public Records, has received approval from the Library of
Congress to become the Arizona Center for the Book (ACB).
Formerly under the auspices of Arizona State University, the new
Arizona Center for the Book affiliate will continue to fulfill the
mission of promoting books, reading, and literacy for Arizonans
of all ages through three separate programs.

The Arizona Reading Program provides resources that help
public and tribal librarians plan and promote reading programs
for children and young adults. Community Book Discussions
introduce communities to great literature through reading-and-
discussion programs for adult audiences. Motheread® Arizona is
the state affiliate of a national family literacy program designed
for parents who want to improve their reading and parenting
skills simultaneously. 

For more information on ACB programs, or links to state and
national book-related resources, go to “Arizona Center for the
Book” at www.azhumanities.org. The new Arizona Center for the
Book invites you to continue your support of books and reading
in Arizona.

Summer Programs Aplenty
Those 100-plus degree days are on their way, so it’s time to plan

summer programming for your organization and community. With
many organizations facing budget cuts, how can they offer successful,
affordable public programming for tourists and residents? AHC
suggests a speaker from the Speakers Bureau. Thirty accredited
scholars speak on topics from cowboy poetry to the history of the
Tohono O’odham people. Here are a few choices from AHC’s
Speakers Bureau to bring to your organization this summer. 

Carolyn C. Robbins, curator at the Scottsdale Museum of
Contemporary Art, speaks on “A Celebration of Arizona Women
Artists,” “The Hardrock Miner in Arizona,” and “Lew Davis and the
Black Soldiers of Fort Huachuca.”

Mary Melcher, curator at the Arizona Historical Society in
Tempe, speaks on “Race and Ethnicity in 20th-century Arizona,”
“Mothers, Midwives and Babies; Giving Birth in the West,” and “To
Be Alive Was To Say Goodbye: Women in the Military, World War II.”

Author Gregory McNamee speaks on “Arizona Literature” and
“Names on the Land: Arizona Place Names.”

Nonprofit organizations interested in a presenter from the AHC
Speakers Bureau can find these and dozens of others listed at
www.azhumanities.org, or call 602/257-0335. The first speaker is
free, and a modest stipend is requested for additional programs.

COMESTO
AHC!
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Arizona Reading Program Launches 
Lights, Camera, Read!

The Arizona Reading Program (ARP), which provides resources for public and tribal
librarians to plan and promote reading programs for children and young adults, invites
these libraries to participate in the 2003 program Lights, Camera, Read! The ARP hopes this
theme will draw kids of all ages to literature, both classic and popular, that inspires their
favorite movies, videos, and performances. 

The ARP hosted a
series of fall workshops
in Flagstaff, Tucson, and
Yuma to introduce the
theme, and participating
libraries have ordered an
array of free and priced
materials to use for
promotion, pro-
gramming, and
incentives. Rural
libraries are eligible to
apply for special funds
so they can bring theme-
related presentations to
their communities. 

All interested public
and tribal libraries are
encouraged to
participate in the Arizona Reading Program, which reached over 50,000 kids and adults
through its 2002 theme, Books and Pets: Our Friends for Life! Contact the Arizona Center for
the Book director at 602/257-0335 x26 for more information on Lights, Camera, Read!

Motheread Arizona Will Host 
July 2003 Training Institute

Through support from the Arizona State Library and the Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable
Trust, Motheread Arizona held a Training Institute this past January at the Arizona
Historical Society in Tempe, with attendees from Buckeye, Chandler, El Mirage, Glendale,
Kingman, Peoria, Phoenix, Sierra Vista, and Tucson.

Thanks to a generous grant from the Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust, the next
Training Institute will be held in July at the Historical Society. Trainers from the national
staff will introduce the Motheread® philosophy, curriculum, and implementation model,
which the newly certified discussion facilitators will take back to parents in their
communities who want to improve both their reading and parenting skills.

Motheread Arizona also hosted the second annual Discussion Facilitators Reunion in
December at the Historical Society. Attendees shared their program ideas and experiences
with one another, received updates on state affiliate support, and heard an inspirational
presentation by author Pat Mora, who spoke on multicultural literature, literacy, and
education.

Motheread Arizona provides ongoing facilitator training and the first series of excep-
tional children’s books for parents to keep. Contact the Arizona Center for the Book
director at 602/257-0335 x26 for details on the program and the upcoming July Training
Institute.

The Arizona Center for the Book, an affiliate of the
Library of Congress, is a partnership between the
Arizona Humanities Council and the Arizona State
Library, Archives and Public Records.

Three New Titles Added 
to Community Book
Discussions

Thanks to the AHC program Parched Arizona
(page 10) and the Arizona Book Festival’s
collaboration with OneBookAZ, the Community
Book-Discussion program has added three new
titles to its library. AHC is lending copies of
Plainsong, the 2003 OneBookAZ title, to sites
interested in holding discussions in March, April,
and May. Check the AHC Web site or call the
Arizona Center for the Book director at 602/257-
0335 x26 for more details on these and more
than 60 other titles available for Community
Book Discussions. 

Plainsong by Kent Haruf
Set in the

fictitious small town
of Holt, Colorado,
Plainsong depicts a
group of imperfect
characters who,
through their basic
decency and
determination to care
for one another,
transform their
situations from isolation
to community. 

Wildfire: A Reader
edited by Alianor True

Wildfire fighter True has
gathered a rich collection of
literary essays on wildfire in
America. From native
creation myths to modern
stories, writers as diverse as
Edward Abbey, John Muir,
and Mark Twain describe
their fascination with fire and
its extraordinary and
transformative energy. 

Young Men and Fire
by Norman
Maclean

Winner of a 1992
National Book Critics
Circle Award, Young
Men and Fire tells the
true story of a Rocky
Mountain fire that
claimed the lives of 13
smoke jumpers on August
5, 1949, at Mann Gulch,
Montana.
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